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Background 
 
The Finnish Environment Institute SYKE and Finland’s Ministry of the Environment initiated a project called 
EKOMON to prepare a national research and action plan on the ecological impacts of accidental chemical 
spills. The primary focus of the resulting publication is guidance in preparedness for possible chemical spills 
in the Baltic Sea. This publication on monitoring and assessment of environmental impacts of accidental 
chemical spills can be seen as a supplement to the action plan for assessment of the ecological effects of oil 
spills published in 2012: (“The ecological effects of oil spills in the Baltic Sea – the national action plan of 
Finland”, H. Rousi and H. Kankaanpää (Eds.), Environmental Administration Guidelines 6en / 2012, SYKE). 
Already at that time there was a view that the same kind of guidelines are needed also for chemicals 
transported at sea. However, since a very large number of different chemicals are transported by sea the 
guidelines cannot be as detailed as those for oil. 

The publication resulting from the project is intended to guide authorities responsible for post-spill 
environmental monitoring and assessment, and to help them to understand how complex issues they might 
be dealing with due to the wide range of chemicals currently transported. The main goal of the publication 
is to create better preparedness for establishing an effective post-spill monitoring programme, especially in 
the Baltic Sea area. It is primarily targeted at decision-makers responsible for the planning and 
implementation of environmental monitoring after a sudden chemical spill at sea. 

Hazards to the environment can vary considerably depending on the chemical in question, and the impact 
can be acute or long-lasting. The objectives of the monitoring vary depending on the specific circumstances 
and environmental conditions related to the spill, and therefore they have to be set for each spill separately. 
Choosing of similar reference areas or comparisons with pre-existing baseline data are key components for 
post-spill monitoring. Environmental monitoring can be used to demonstrate ecological damage and 
economic losses in the context of spill-related claims and compensations. 

The EKOMON report can be seen as the first step for the better preparedness for post-spill monitoring 
especially in Baltic Sea area. In the future, these guidelines should be further developed to be more 
operational, with the practical goal being a monitoring system, which in the event of an accident allows a 
rapid organization of a team responsible for monitoring and identification of its ecological consequences. 

 

Action requested 
 
The meeting is requested to take note of the guidelines downloadable from: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10138/243068 

http://hdl.handle.net/10138/41546
http://hdl.handle.net/10138/41546
http://hdl.handle.net/10138/243068

